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mw Reverend Father in BF 


* DMU N D, 
Lord Biſhop of London. 
Nil ſhip, to receive this Ad- 

: dreſs with the Favour 
you bear to all who cordially ap- 
pear in the Vindication of Reli- 
gion. Your Lordſhip's Charac- 
ter is ſowell known by your ela- 
borate Performances, and bright 
Example, that it does not want 
the moſt elegant Pen to deſcribe 


it. Your noble Defence of Chri- 
A 2 ſtianity, 


AY it pleaſe your Lord- 


= a — — *» 


(4) 
ſtianity, in your Paſtoral Letter, 
has induced me to ſhelter this n 
Diſcourſe under the Patronage of 
- ſo great and good a: Patriot. 
this be but acceptable to your 
Lordſhip, I ſhall not "value the 
Criticiſms of others: only I beg 
Leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


r 


My Lord, * 


Vour Lordſhip 8 
| Moſt hu mble Servant 
And Admirer, 


EDINBURGH, 
21 September, 
14 
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Miſſion and Authority 


9 THE 


cL ERGY. 


VINDICATED. 


hn. At. _ 4 


* 


_— * 


Sr. Mar. xv. 6. 
Thus have ye made the Command 


ment of God of none Effect by 


your Traditions. 


N theſe. Words of wy Text 


o their Salyation; whilſt they paid ſuch 
I a 


dur bleſſed Lord reproves the 
Y} Hypocriſy of the Fews, for 
liſregarding the weighticr Matters of the 
Law, Judgment and Mercy, that tended - 


(s) 
a Reſpect to the Traditions of their El- 
ders, in Matters of ſmall Moment ſuck 
as waſhing of their Hands,Pots and Cups 
before they eat, and at the ſame Time 
neglected, nay violated the divine Pre- 
cepts, and made them of none Effect by 
their Traditions. Thus they evacuated 
the fifth Commandment, in paying Ho- 
nour to Parents, by pretending to ad- 
here to that Tradition: It is 4 Gift by 
| whatſaever thou mighteſt be profited by 
me; i. e. When their Parents asked any 
Supply from them *, they anſwered, 


What I poſſeſs is as a Gift dedicated to 


God, and ſo cannot, ſhall not be given 
to you. 

Upon this T Saint's Day, I have 4 
ſen to diſcourſe upon theſe Words, Thus 
have ye made the Commandment of God 


of none Effect by your Traditions; that. 


I might have an Opportunity of refuting 
the perniciousPrinciples of alatcAuthor, 
who pretends to prove, that the Tradi- 
tions of the Clergy are deſtructive of Re: 
ligion. | 
uh in locum, + St. Math. 


620 

Iſhall ay in the A end 
courſe, - | 

ift, Framigc his Iatrodugion: ua 

244%, Shew that the Clergy do not 
oppoſe. vain and human Traditions to 
the divine Word: of God, neither with 
clation to their Miſſion or Authority. 

Iſt, Then, 1 mall examine his vane" 
amble. N 

He gives a wrong Notion of Super 
tion, when he ſays it pretends to too 
much Religion: /For one cannot be too 
teligious, there can be no Exceſs in ob- 
ſerving ſtrictly the Precepts of Chriſti- 
mity, no more than Zacharias and 
Elizabeth are declared Righteous be- 
fore God, for walking (under * the 
Jewiſb Oeconomy) in all the Com- 
mandments and Ordinances of the Lord 
dameleſs T. Superſtition is a Vice op- 
Polite to Religion, and that to Exceſs. 
tis a Fault contrary to Religion, not 
cauſe it pays more Homage to God 
Nan Chriſtianity requires, but becauſe 


Tale 7. 6. t Thom, Aduin. 22. ©. 18. 
[4 


it 


* 


(8) 
it gives divine Worſhip to whom it is 
not due, or in an undue Manner. Thus 
worſhipping of Angels, or praying to 
Saints, are ſuperſtitious, and expreflly 
forbidden in the New Teſtament. 4 


Zeal according to Knowledge, i. e. 


which is founded upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures, always exalts the divine Oracles 
of the moſt high God, above the weak 
Opinions of frail Men. | 
Craft in Prieſts muſt certainly be oon. 
demned, for all their Actions muſt be 
regulated by the Holy Scriptures: But 
it is a ſtrange and uncouth Imputation, 
to aver, that Prieſts of all Religions do 
inculcate the profitable Deluſion of Su- 
perſtition : For Chriſt our High Prieſt 
his Apoſtles, and all thoſe Prieſts who 
follow their bright Example, have, ot 
at-leaſt ſhould have no other Intereſt i 
View, but the Salvation of Souls. 
Te Abſolution of a Miniſter (2 
Chriſt's Ambaſſador) is not ſuperſtitious, 
for they being in the place of the Apo 
ſtles, have a Power granted them of 16: 
mitting the Sins of all ſincere Na 


(9). 
zowing towards the Altar that is placed 
in the Eaſt Part of the Church, is decent 
and ſignificant: For as Daniel prayed 
towards the Eaſt, where Feruſalem was 
ituated, ſo Chriſtians bow towards the 
kat, from whence the Sun .of -Righ- 
eouſneſs has ariſen with Healing under 
is Wings. Vet this Bowing is indiffe- 
rent, ſo that it is not ſinful or -damiiable 


o omit it. 125 
Indeed the divine 1 is uff 


cient Rule to direct our Lives and Con- 
erſations, in the Way that leadeth to 
ternal Life. But then Traditions and 
Ceremonies of the Church, which are 
dot repugnant to the Word of God, and 
ue ordained by Authority, ought to be 
obſerved and preached up x. 

The Honour of the holy Function is 
ſufficiently defended by St. Paul, when 
be ſays, No Man taketh this Honour to 
limſelf, but he who is called of God, 
8 Aaron was. The Presbyters that la- 
1s, Woour in Word and Doctrine are worthy 
* N B of 


6100 
ef double Honour. He command 
Eſteem and Honour to be paid to them 
who wank for Mens Souls. 


Having mine the N 

I come in the ſecond Place to ſhey, 
that the Clergy do not oppoſe vain and 
human Traditions to the divine Word 
of God, with Relation to their Mi 
or Authority. 
If, Then, with Relation to their 
Miſſion, it flows from Ch riſt alone, G- 
ye, teach (or diſciple) all Nusmm, 
baptizing them in the Name of tl 
Father, and of the Son, an of tit 
Holy Ghoſt. As he wwas ſent by it 
Father, fo be ſent them, with Powe 
to ordain others. Thus Matthias and 
other Deacons were ordained by the 
Apoſtles. 

* If ever any Man had 2a Miffion 
from Heaven to preach the Goſpel, i 
was St. Paul. So that he who decline (: 
himſelf to be an Apoſtle, not of Meng T1 
but immediately by Jeſus Chriſt * | 

ſelf 


Af 1. 3. and 6. 3. 


| '( 11) 
elf, needed not, ane would think, any 
further Commiſſion by the Governors 
of the Church tui ſet about the Work. 
let when he was ſent abroad to preach 
the Goſpel with Barnabas, he was par» 
ticularly ordained or conſecrated by the 
Apoſtles. Before that, he had publick- 
declared what wonderful Things God 
tad wrought by him in his Converſion, 
ud had diſputed with the unbelieving 
Jews, as any Other private Chriſtian 
night do, convincing them by his own 
Hpcrience,' that Jeſus was the Chriſt; 
yet ſtill he had no ſolemn Miſſion: 
Therefore when the Holy Ghoſt com- 
manded the * Apoſtles to ſeparate Paul 
ud Barnabas for the Work, for which 
te had called them, they faſted and 
prayed, and laid their Hands upon them, 
ud ſent them forth; in like Manner 
s St. Paul himſelf ordaincd Timothy 
dihop of Epheſus, and Titus when he 
ſent him into Crete, to ſet in order the 
Things that were wanting, and ordain 


* Ati 13, 2, 


B 2 Elders 


* 


( 12.) 
Elders in every City. So that Chii 
ever deſigned a peculiar Rank of Men 
to adminiſter in Holy Things. Theſe 
are the Perſons authorized by God to 
tranſact the Affairs of the ſecond Cove. 
nant between him and his People, and 
therefore called in Scripture his Dee 
gates or * Ambaſſadors, to ſeal tha 
Covenant by viſible Signs and Sacr: 
ments, and therefore ſaid to bapting 
Men for the waſhing away T of theit 
Sins, and bleſs the holy Elements at hi 
Table. - Theſe ſpiritual ' Officers || art 
appointed to declare the *Conſcienct 
abſolved, or condemned; and in the 
Name, and by the Power of the grei 
Original, the High Prieſt of our Pn 
feſſion, to grant Pardon upon certa 
Conditions, and therefore ſaid tor 
buke with all Authority, * and to 
tain and remit the Sins of others. Theſt 
are ſet between God and Man, to bleli 
in his Name, and to intercede for al 
under their Charge, with an expreſſſſ i 


® 2 Cor. 5. 10. T Ads 22. 18. | 1 Ce. 10. 16 
2. 


Promiſe 


(a3) 5 
promiſe of being Mare in their Media- 


tions. 
In Conformity to the High Prieſts, 


prieſts and Levites among the Jews, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles inſtituted Biſhops, 
Presbytersand Deacons. Tho the Name 
Biſhop: and Presbyter are uſed promiſ- 
cuouſly, yet from: Scripture they appear 
to be diſtin& Offices; and no Presbyters 
wer challenged the Superiority, except 
Aerius, who was branded with Hereſy 
on this account. Now, if the Chriſtian 
Church, before any Incorporation there- 
of by the Civil Power, be really a So- 
ciety, there neceſſarily muſt be a Go- 
vernment in the Chriſtian Church, that 
d not derived from the Civil Power; 
and Paſtors legally ordained by a Biſhop, 
may exerciſe all Powers given them by 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, - thro the 2 

of Hands. 72 
For, whatever Qualifications any Per- 
{on may be endowed with, yet till he 
muſt haye a proper Call and Deſigna- 
tion, For when every other Office of 
Truſt and Power, whether in a Civil or 
Military 


be left to the Diſcretion of every one, 


(14) 
Military Capacity, is conveyed unto 
Men by ſome Form of Admiſſion and 
ſolemn Inveſtiture; it is incongruoys 
to think, that theſe great Offices of 
ſending up the Prayers of the People, of 
adminiſtring the Word and Sacrament, 
of bleſſing the Congregation, of abſol 
ving the Penitent, of ejecting the Cri 
minal, and of working together in thi 
wiſe for the Salvation of Souls, ſhould 


that either has Preſumption enough to 
aſſume, or Abilities enough to perform 
it. So that, though Perſons are called 
to the Work of the Miniſtry by the Sp 
rit, and endowed with proper Gifts 
yet laying on of Hands is required, and 
was practiſed by the Apoſtles. Nye 
Saints Paul and Barnabas, though a 
proved by the Spirit, and bleſſed vid 
extraordinary Graces, muſt have 18 
poſition of Hands; which is ridicule 
by ſome, 
Impoſition of Hands is a Ceremony d 

ancient Date, it was in uſe before a 
Lav 


1 5 
Law, Gen. xlviii. 14. Jans ld his 
Hands on Ephraim, and bleſſed him. 
Among the Fews it was chicfly em- 
ployed as a Figurative Rite, in ordain- 
ing Elders, and thereby qualifying them, 
tithet to be Members of theit Sanhedrims, 
oc Teachers of the Law. Now, beſides 
the ſolemn Deſignation of the Perſon on 
whom the Hands are laid, we may con- 
ceive'a Three-fold Uſe of this Symboli- 
cal Rite. 1. To invocate the divine 
Preſence, and Afliftance to the Perſon 
on whom the Hands are laid. 2. To 
deliver unto him a Power to act in the 
Office and Capacity, to which he is ap- 
pointed. 3. To denote the Conſign- 
ment of him to the more immediate 
Service of God. The Apoſties therefore 
ntroducing this Ceremony into the 
Church, intended thereby to implote a 
dieſſing upon the new · ordained P erſons, 
tat * the Spirit of the Lord might reft 
won them, the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Vuderſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel 


u. 2, 


0 16: )- 
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledpe, 
and Fear of the Lord. It is intended 
thereby to give them, as Stewards of the 
Myſteries of Chriſt, full Power and 
Authority to. officiate in the Church; 
and by the Sign of ſuch Delegation of 
Power to declare their future Admini- 
ſtrations valid. But all this is intended 
to put them in mind of their preſent 
Conſecration to the Service of God; 
and upon that account, what an extta- 
ordinary Meaſure of Grace and Holineſs 
is expected from them, that as they arc 
imployed in ſuch a ſacred Function, they 
ſhould: excel all other Degrees of Men 
in their virtuous Carriage and Behaviour; 
and they ſeeing the Light of their good 
Works, may be inclined to follow is, 
and to glorify their F. at her which is in 
Heaven x. 
The Power of crdainlig Miniſters be 
longs to the Biſhops, who are the chief 
Governors of the Church. | 


* Matth, 5. 16. 
5 Purſuant 


617) | 

Purſuant to this, we find in the Go- 
ſpels, that whilſt our Saviour lived on 
Farth, he reſerved the Power of ordain- 

ug Miniſters to himſelf, Upon his 
Removal, the Apoſtles, who were the 
chief viſible Governors of the Church, 
ordained Miniſters. For as they went 
about preaching through Countries and 
Cities (as Clemens Romanus calls it *, 
they conſtituted their firſt Fruits, i. e. 
the firſt of their Diſciples in any Place, 
when they had proved them by the Spi- 
tit, to be Biſhops and Deacons of thoſe 
pho ſhould believe. After their De- 
miſe, Ordination continued, where they 
lad left it, in Epiſcopal Hands; nor do 
ve find any Inſtance in Scripture or An- 
lquity, of inferior Orders pretending 
o that Prerogative. St. Paul tells Ti- 
thy indeed, That the Gift which 
vas in him was given him by Prophecy, 
ith the laying on of the Hands of the 
Cresbytery F. Which afterwards, he 
fs, was given by the laying on of 


gt 
Fp. 2. ad Corinth. + 1 Tim. 4. 14. 
" RE 


(18 ) 
my Hands x. So that the utmoſt that 
can be inferred from this Paſlage, is 
That Presbyters ſometimes, together 
with an Apoſtle or Biſhop, laid their 
Hands upon the Perſon to be ordain- 
ed; but that they always did fo, or tha 
they ever did it without a Biſhop, there 
is not the leaſt Colour to conclude. 
Now Calvin himſelf thus tranſlates the 
forecited Paſſage : Neglect not the 
Gift (or Office) of Presbyterate, which 
was given you by the laying on 
Hands. 

To ſome our Saviour gave to be Ape 
ſtles, to ſome Prophets, and to ſome 
Evangeliſts T. So that it appears vet 


| 

plain, that our bleſſed Saviour was na 
for a Parity, or for having all of the ſam * 
Degree, who were to Overſee and ln f 
ſtruct his Church. And to confirm thigh f 
further, we have the Teſtimony 0 K 
St. John, who gives a full Account ol 8! 
the Commiſſion then delivered to ti "| 
D 


Apoſtles; As my Father ſendeth 
* 2 Tim. 1,16, + Eph, 4. 11, 1 Corinth, 18. 1 


(19) 
ſo ſend 1 you, giving you Power and 
Authority to ſet the Officers, and di- 
ſtinct Orders in the Church, as J, by 
my Father's Direction, have done; and 
with whom and their Succeſſors, I ſhall 
be preſent to the End of the World. 
And we no where in Scripture have the 
leaſt Intimation that this divine Miſſion 
and Model of -Church-Government, 
ſhould, or could be altered: and indeed, 
methinks ſo to do, is to introduce Tra- 
ditions and Innovations contrary to 
Scripture, which tend to undermine 

Chriſtianity. | 
Now,if this divineMiſſion of Church- 
Officers, had not been our Saviour's real 
Intent and Meaning, nay, tis Deſire 
and poſitive Precept, we cannot ſup- 
poſe, that St. Paul would have been ſo 
forward in ordaining Timothy Biſhop of 
Epheſus, and Titus Biſhop of Crete ; 
giving them likewiſe Power and Autho- 
tity, not only to ordain Prieſts and 
Deacons, but even to reprove, rebuke, 
convert and exhort them; which is deli- 
vering of the Keys to them, and grant- 
C 2 ing 


Ex communication, and Abſolution, by 


( 20 ) 
ing the ordinary Commiſlion, which 
they had from Chriſt. So that theſe two 
firſt Biſhops, though they had not the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Apoſtles, 2 
healing of Diſeaſes, ſpeaking of Lan- 
guages, and working of Miracles; yet 
they had the Power of Ordination, of 


virtue of our Saviour's Commiſſion, 
freely conferred upon them. Tho in 
the Infancy of the Church there were 
only Biſhops and Deacons; yet ſoon 
after the Apoſtles Time, the Order of 
Prieſthood was received and admitted 
into the Church: which diffgring from 
the Biſhop's Office, in that of Ordination 
and Juriſdiction, ſhews it to be an infe- 
rior Degree; and as ſuch, has always 
been owned from the Beginning of it 
Inſtitution. | 

The ſpiritual Power and Government 
of the Church, though no way derivec 
from the Civil Authority; yet as to the 
Exerciſe of it, is ſo far ſubjected to it 
Guidance and Management, as to frec 


the State from all juſt Apprehenſions o 
Dange 


(21) 

Danger upon this account. But no 
Temporal Magiſtracy upon Earth, can 
of it ſelf give a Commiſſion to any one 
uthoritatively, as God's Meſſenger, ro 
teach and preach the Goſpel, to admit 
Men in the Church by Baptiſm, to com. 
municate unto them the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, by the outward Symbols of 
Bread or Wine, to bind or looſe, remit 
or retain Sins, or to ordain others to 
perform in the Name of Chriſt, all or 
my of theſe divine Offices; the Power 
of doing all theſe Things, being, as I 
luxe already ſhown, immediately deri- 
ed from himſelf, and which is ſtrenu- 
ouſly aſſerted in the Weſtminſter Confeſ- 
fo of Faith, Chap. 30, 31. But yet 
t; to the due Exerciſe of this Power, the 
avil Legiſlature may make good and 
vboleſome Laws, not only for the bet- 
ter Support of the Government of the 
church, but alſo to oblige, and, if oc- 
calion be, by proper Penalties to com- 
el even the Governors and Miniſters of 
e Church, to the faithful and diligent 
W*crformance of their ſeveral Duties 
within 


6229) | 

within their proper Sphere, and to n 
ſtrain and hinder them from going b. 
:yond the Bounds and Limits of th 
-Commiſſions. 
_  . Another Branchof the Apoſtles Con 
miſſion, is, That they and their Suce 
ſors ſhould make ſuch Laws, and Col 
ſtitmions, ſhould appoint ſuch Rite 
and: impoſe ſuch Cenſures as ſhould t 
thought conducihle to the Governn 
of the Church: But this Power d 
impaſe nothing contrary to the Law. 
God. Obedience to our Spiritual 6 
vernors muſt be paid in Things whit 
God hath no here forbidꝭ ſuch as ti 
Circumſtances of Time and Place 
Worſhip, and the Geſture of the Bo 
The Church has alſo Authority 
put theſe Laws in Execution. I 
Chriſt has (eſtabliſhed a Juriſdiction 
his Church, and given the Rulets the 
of full Power to take Cognizance of 
Members, is evident from this Pala 
Matth. 18. 6. Tf thy Brother | ſod 
treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell ut 
His Fault between him and thee 


(6023290 
if he ſpall hear thee, thou haſt gained 
thy Brot her; but if he well nos hear 
thee, then tale with these one or two 
more, that in the Mouth of tun or 
three Witneſſes, every Word muy be 
ifabliſbed. i. e. That thou mayſt be 
ble, in cafe he does not then amend, 
o produce ſufficiche Teſtimony of his 
Guilt before the Church's Tribunal. 
and if he ſhall neglect to hear them, i. e. 
Io promiſe Amendment upon their 
Admonition, take them along wich 
thee, and tell it to the Churck ʒ that ſo 
he may examine the Matter, and upon 
y proving his Guilt by ſufficient Evi- 
&nce, may authoritatively admoniſh 
iim to amend. But if he neglect to 
tear the Church, let him be unto thee 
n Heathen Man and a Publican; 2. e. 
bive him over for a ſad and deſperate 
inner, as one that is to be ejected ſrom 
lie Communion of the Church, and 
0 longer to enjoy the common Bene- 
its of a Chriſtian; For I ſay unto you, 
i.e, To you of the Church, before 
bom this obſtinate Offender is to be 
e cited 


(24) 


cited and accuſed, Whatſoever ye ſhall 
bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Hes. 


ven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on 
Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. Thus 
St. Paul condemned the inceſtuous Per 
ſon, and delivered him unto Satan, for 
the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spi- 
rit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus, 2 Cor. ii. 6, &c. But upon his 
Repentance the Cenſure was remitted. 
1 Tim. i. 20. St. Paul alſo chaſtized 
Hlymenenus and Alexander, two buſy He 
reticksin the Church of Epheſus, whom 
he delivered unro Satan, that they 
might learn not to blaſpheme. 

But this, is (aid, was peculiar to the 
Apoſtles only : They had Power to in 
flict Diſeaſes and Death; but ſince 
* this Power is departed from the 
Church, the bare Sentence is mete 
© brutum fulmen, Thunder that can do 
no harm.” But by this Form of rea- 
ſoning they need not fail to prove, that 
preaching and baptizing are temporat 
Inſtitutions likewiſe, becauſe all mit 
culous Powers have long ſince _ 


25) 

The Pretence of the temporary Dura» 
tion of this Authority, can be no more 
than a mere Cavil, ſince Government 
in its own Nature, is equally neceſſary 
u one Time, as at another, and cannot 
ubſiſt without a Power of animadver- 
ing upon Offenders. The Primitive 
Church for 300 Years, - without the Pro- 
lion of the Civil Magiſtrate, kept up 
ttis Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which was 
powerful Means, not only to make 
itcnders themſelves ſenſible of the 
einouſneſs of thcir Crimes, but by 
deit exemplary - Puniſhment, to guard 
nd terrify others from falling into the 
ke Condemnation, to ſtop the Infec- 
on from ſpreading, by enjoining a Sc- 
ration from all notorious Propagators 
Vice, and to provide for the Credit 
Religion, by animadverting upon 
e diſobedient and unruly, and ſet- 
g a Brand upon ſuch as blaſphemed 
e Name of God, and brought Scan- 
upon their Holy Profeſſion. 

The Clergy are Judges of the Exclu- 
led: Won of notorious Offenders irom the 
The 1 Lord's 
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Lord's Supper. They are not indeed 
Judges of the Hearts, but of Aagitious 
Acts, that are Infringements of the ſi 
cred Law. | 

Laftly, I cannot ſee how Church. 
Officers aggrandize themſelves at the Ex 
pence of their Flocks, or grow rich up 
on the Spoils of Superſtition, when the 
Laity have ſacrilegiouſly robbed th 
Church of its Revenues, to which i 
his as much Right and Title, as any 
Prince to his hereditary Dominions, o 
any Subject to his Eſtate. 

A conſcientious Divine, conſults the 
eternal Good of all that are committee 
to his Charge, and gives them ſuitadi 
Directions for that End. Now, the) 
who thus ſerve at the Altar, may lin 
by it, and may reap the temporal Thing 
of their Pariſhioners and Auditors *. 

To ſay, That this Promiſe (Lo 1s 
with you to the End of the Worla) doc 
not imply any extraordinary Aſliſtand 
to the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; this 


* Corinth. 9g. 11, 


| 
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to foxce the Senſe of the Scriptures, by 
2 remote and unnatural Explanation, 
and in the mean while oyerlooking and 
paſſing by that Senſe which is moſt 
vious and eaſy to the Apprehenſion of 
uy unbyaſſed and impartial Reader. 
Who cannot but alſo, perceive, That 
Chriſt will be preſent in the Adminiſtra- 
tions of the Goſpel Means, where two 
or three are gathered together in his 
Name? For Chriſt's Spiritual Preſence 
and Aſſiſtance is, in the Commiſſion to 
the Apoſtles, extended to their Succeſ- 
lors, even unto the End of the World. | 

What a Contradiction is it, for any | 
one to proteſt, That he honours and e- 1 
lems Epiſcopacy, as an Apoſtolical In- | 
litution, and yet denies its Eſſentiality. 
for what the inſpired Apoſtles appoin- 
ted for the Government of the Church, 


ad for Decency and Order, is ſtill eſ- | 
ſential, and ſhould be regarded by all | 
Who believe the divine Miſſion and Do- 

| 


line of the Apoſtles, that were vouched 
nd confirmed by Miracles; and whofe 
bample, Doctrine and Inſtitutions, all 
t D 2 pro- 
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profeſſed Chriſtians ſhould ſtrictly fol. 
low ; becauſe their Example, Precept 
and Admiſſion of Minifters into the 
Church *, were atteſted by Miracles 
and were agrecable to Reaſon, and their 
Lord's Practice +, honourable to Al- 
mighty God, and uſeful and beneficia 
to Mankind. | 

Even Mr. Calvin regretted his Want 
of Ordination by a Biſhop, which he 
imputed to Neccſhry |. Here I freely 
declare my comprehenſive Charity for 
the Plea of Neceflity, under the Goſpel 
Oeconomy. But it ſhould not be urged 
where there is no ſuch Neceſſity; ſure 
this can never be pleaded in England 
where Epiſcopacy is encouraged by tit 
Legiſlature, and where the Lords Spill 
tual (as Barons) make up a Part of f 
And I admire, how any Clergyman ©! 
be an Advocate for Parity, or for the 2 
iuming of Holy Orders without a Biſo 


* St. Paul's Caſe, + As my Father ſent mt C 
t. paſſim, eien Confe. Fidei, Efil. 
Craum. de re form. Eccief. neceſ. & ad regem Polen. 
4d rome | 
wi 


| 
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who has [ſubſcribed * the Articles of 
the Church, who is obliged to admi- 
niſter ſacred Offices -conform to her 
molt excellent Liturgy, and its plain 
Rubcicks. 

Notwithſtanding, that this my-Opi- 
nion is founded upon the Authority of 
the Holy Sctiptures, as T interpreted by 
the. holy Fathers; yet I leave every 
one to ſtand or fall by his own Maſter, 
to be judged or acquitted by the Great 
God, the Searcher of all Hearts, whoſe 
Mercies are infinite, who can fave by 
any Means or without them, who cer- 
tainly (according to his equitable Deal- 
ings) will give favourable Allowances 
for invincible Ignorance. But ſure, I 
may be allowed to ſay, that the ſafeſt 
way is to adhere to all Means preſcribed 
in Holy Writ, which (as we are there 


23 and 26 Articles, vid. Rubricks in private Bap- 


: i'm a 


* 


st. Cyprian. in Concil. Carthag. St. Baſil. Epiſt. ad 

Ampbiloch. St. Chryſoſt. de Sacerdot. St. Ignat. ad Smyrn. 

8 5 nor lawful to celebrate any Offices without the 
iſhop. 


in- 
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informed) were never adminiſtred but 
by Perſons who had an immediate di- 
vine Miſſion, or were ſent by Impoſition 
of Hands from the Apoſtles. 

Why do any Perſons pretend to mend 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, as if they had 
a divine Commiſſion and Authority ſo 
to do? At this rate, what a precarious 
Thing muſt the primitive Ordination by 
Biſhops prove *; a mere temporizing 
Inſtitution, that is to alter its Shape 
ſuitable ro the Genius of the Age, or 
Humour of the Legiſſative Power; and 
which is worſc, muſt ſtand at the mercy 
of every bold Ent huſiaſt and Viſioniſt! 


But what has divine Approbation, is a 


Fort that can never be ſhaken by the 
firongcſt Batteries of Atheiſts and De- 
z/is. For the Goſpel Truths will pre— 
vail and triumph over all Gainſayers. 
Therefore to diſpute with Subtilty and 
Wit, againſt ſuch an ancient Apoſtoli- 
cal Ordination, which has but within a 


* 3d. Pearſon on that Article of the Catholick Church, 


ſhort 
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ſhort Period of Time been attempted, 
tends at laſt to open a Paſſage for all Sorts: 
of Sets to ruin the Chriſtian Church, 
which can never ſubſiſt without regulat 
and proper Officers to adminiſtrate in 
holy Things: For there can be no 
Church without Miniſters. 


From what has been ſaid, I intreat 
you all, that when you addreſs your- 
ſelves to the Throne of Grace, you 
would often make it a Part of your 
Prayers to Almighty God, That the 
divine Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy may 
be reſtored and revived, wherever it is 
laid aſide in the Chriſtian Church; re- 
formed and rectified, wherever it has 
been abuſed or perverted; and continue 
tor ever to flouriſh, where it is tightly 
cltabliſhed : That Charity, Unity, Peace 
and Love may reigh, for the Proſpe- 
tity of the Church; That the Clergy 
and Laity may pay due Honour and 
Obedience to their Biſhops. And laſt- 
l, That all of us may, with ſuch Con- 
icicnce and Diligence perform our ſe- 

veral 
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veral Duties, as that God may be ge 
riſied, his Chutch always cdified, ag 
we ourſelves” eternally ſaved. A 
which; God of his infinite Mercy gra 
fot the Merits, and through the Med 
ation of Jeſus Chriſt, &. Amen. 


— 


